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The Encounter Periodical 
Postage Rate 

At 
Fresno, Calif. 

Wesley United Methodist Church 
1343 E Barstow Ave 
Fresno, CA 93710-6309 
 

(559) 224-1947 
www.wesleyfresno.org 

CORE  
VALUES 

 

Spiritual Growth 
Social Justice 
Inclusiveness 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 

Growing in Christ to be a  
Bold Witness to Godôs Love 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

                 

            The Andrews  

Dakota Polenz 
Grandson of Jo Polenz 
B.S. Computer Science 

CSU San Jose, Volunteer Wesley I.T. & Audio Tech 

Do you have occasional computer 
problems that make you crazy? Would you 
like to have phone access to a computer 
trouble shooter for a monthly fee?  

Please call or text  
Dakota 559-545-6703  

Email: polenzdakota@gmail.com  

 Inside the May Encounter 
Worship on Sundays 

Connect live, watch or listen to recordings 

Online communion on May 3rd! 
 

Lunchtime Prayer 
Connect live, watch or listen to recordings 

 

Devotion and Scripture  
Call the office to request a copy of Upper Room 

 

More about Livestream and Zoom 
Worship is live on Facebook  
Church meetings via Zoom  

 

Church Campus Remains Closed 
California Nevada UM churches are to remain closed 
until May 31 per a recent letter from Bishop Carca¶o . 

Meals Needed 
Are you able to make a simple meal 
and deliver it to a church member 
recovering from illness or surgery? 
Call the church office if you can 
help.  224-1947 

Romel is the brother of Wesley member, Myra Cubos 

Romel Cubos 
Family Service Counselor 

Fresno Memorial Gardens 
175 S. Cornelia Ave 
Fresno, CA 93706 
559-268-7823 
Cell 559-270-0958 
License #0600595 
Romel.Cubos@DignityMemorial.com 
www.fresnomemorialgardens.com 



 
 
 
 

...the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patient endurance, kindness, generosity, faith-
fulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against these sorts of things there is no law! Those 
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified their ego, with its passions and desires. So 
since we live by the Spirit, let us follow her lead. Galatians 5:22b-25  The Inclusive Bible 
 
I saw a post on Pinterest, one of the websites I use, that said ñyou donôt have to have it 
all figured out to move forward.ò It affirmed for me what I understand our walk, our jour-
ney as disciples, to be about. We donôt have to have it all figured out to begin that jour-
ney.  Certainly we are called to study and learn, grow in our understanding and in our 
faith. But we are also called to faithfulness. This to me is praxis, a putting into action 
what I believe as a disciple of Jesus Christ.  When we begin that step, to grow in faith 
and faithfulness, we invite the Spirit into our lives and faith journey.  
 
We didnôt have to have it all figured out to begin offering worship via Livestream. We are 
still learning and we are thankful that you have been patient with us, your worship team. 
We didn't have it all figured out to begin lunch hour prayer via Livestream or the Circles 
of Care. In all of these ways you have shared with us that the fruit of the Spirit has been 
experienced. We are grateful for the joy, love and hope we share together. 
 
May the blessing of the Spirit be yours. May the Spirit propel you forward in your walk as 
a disciple. May the fruit of the Spirit be yours so that you can walk in faith knowing you 
donôt have to have it all figured out.  
 
Peace, 
 
 
 
Pastor Karen 

Circles of Care 
Reaching Out to the Wesley Family 

 
¶ Have you received a call?  
¶ If you hear of any needs such as; needing groceries, picking 

up prescriptions, etc, pass on the information to Pastor  
     Karen. There are volunteers who have stepped up and  
     are willing to help. 
¶ You can be part of the circles of care. Send a note to some-

one in the mail. What a nice surprise!  
 
Letõs reach out and stay connected during these difficult days. 

 We will always be the Wesley family together. 

Sometimes our light goes out,  
but is blown again into instant flame  

by an encounter with another human being.   
Albert Schweitzer  

 

Charge Conference May 19th, 6:30pm 
There will be a charge conference at the next Administrative Council meeting. One pur-
pose is to vote on recommendations from Staff Parish regarding candidates for minis-
try. They candidates are Monique Andrade and Maggie Guekguezian. We will also vote 
on recommended changes to the Wesley Foundation by-laws. The ZOOM meeting ID # 
is 871-8697-7893  and the password is 473031 Call 669 900 9128 to participate by 
phone. 



  Wesley United Methodist Church     
Phone   559-224-1947 

wesleyfresno.org 

Contact Wesley's Staff                                
Pastor                                    Karen Stoffers-Pugh         karen@wesleyfresno.org 
Office Secretary                          Myra Cubos          myra@wesleyfresno.org 
Bookkeeper                     Sharon Sanchez                  sharon@wesleyfresno.org 
Music Director           Elizabeth Layous 
Accompanists                     Peggy Copp, Carol Presley 
Custodian                     Dolores Lopez 
Sunday Custodian  Beth Janeway 
Our United Methodist Connection  California-Nevada Annual Conference  Phone (916) 374-1500  
www.calnevumc.org  Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño/Debra Brady, Central Valley District Supt. Email: 
debrab@calnevumc.org  

Wesley Dines Out 
on Zoom 

Are you missing friends at Wesley? 
Want to have dinner together? 
 On May 12th, make dinner and 

set the table. 
Then at 6:30pm go to  

 

www.zoom.com 
 

Or Call 
 +1 669 900 9128  

 
Enter the Meeting ID and Password 

 
Meeting ID: 842-0374-2439 

Password: 272223 

ñThe Encounterò (USPS 742-130) is published monthly by Wesley United Methodist Church, 1343 E. Barstow Avenue,  
Fresno CA 93710.  Periodical postage is paid at Fresno, CA 93706. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to      Encoun-
ter, 1343 E Barstow Avenue, Fresno, CA 93710 

For information about including articles or announcements in the Encounter, please contact Myra Cubos at 
myra@wesleyfresno.org or 559-224-1947. The deadline for publication is the 15th of each month.  

What is Livestream?  
Live stream is a way to record and share an event on Facebook. You 
do not need a Facebook account to view. Go the Wesley homepage, 
www.wesleyfresno.org and click the link to livestream worship. If you 
are asked to create a Facebook account, click ñNot Nowò. Click on the 
video. Watch worship and comment with prayer requests.  
 
We are exploring making a DVD of worship to send in the mail. If you 
would like to be added to the list for future mailings, please call the   
office and speak to Pastor Karen. 

What is Zoom? 
Zoom is a video conferencing webpage.  

¶ You can log in with a smart phone or tablet (you will need to       
download the app).  

¶ You can go online to zoom.com. Click on join a meeting and         
input the meeting ID and password.  

¶ You can also use your regular telephone. Call the phone number 
listed in the Encounter article, input the meeting ID and password 
when prompted. You will then be able to listen but not see others. 

 

Join with others for  
Ý Zoom coffee hour after worship  

Ý Wesley Dines Out 
Ý Administrative Council 

Ý Trustee and Finance Meetings 

ñOne of the marvelous things about community is that it 
 enables us to welcome and help people  

in a way we couldn't as individuals.ò – Jean Vanier  

Thank You Card 
Received 

 
Wesley family: 

I want to thank you for the 
food you provide for myself 
and my wife. I share what I 
get with my neighbors that 
are in need. My neighbors 

canôt get out and I drive until 
my transmission goes out. 
Many thanks to the hard 

working and conscientious 
folks who work in the food 

pantry. 
 

Many thanks, 
Ed Law III 



DID YOU KNOW?  

3 Ways to Give  
Faithful & generous contributions  

support the ministries in and through Wesley.    

    
Download the free GivePlus Mobile App wherever you get your 
apps.  You can use a credit card, a debit card or your checking        
account.  We use Vanco Payment Solutions. 
  
You can go to wesleyfresno.org and click Donate.  You can set up 
regular giving (Pledge) or a one time donation.  You can direct your 
giving to the General Fund or to other funds.  

You can Mail a gift to the church office.  Make your check payable 
to  Wesley UMC, 1343 E Barstow Ave., Fresno, CA 93710 
 

 
 
 

Your Gifts Make Ministry Happen 
Many thanks to all who have continued their pledges and regular     
giving during this time. Pledge giving has kept pace with projections. 
Regular giving and plate giving is down. All gifts are received with joy 
and are much appreciated. 
 
We have lost a major facility user, Decisions for Life. This represents 
a loss of $850 per month beginning in May. Recovery groups cannot 
meet due to the virus and we expect a revenue loss of approximately 
$600 per month.  We are waiting on the fire inspection to be able to 
open Ed West for rental by the Fresno Jewish Day School.  

May Upper Room 
Copies (including large print) are available to be mailed.  

The hard copy includes a reflection, prayer and thought for the day.  
Below are the daily scriptures and prayer foci for May. 

Friday, 1st  Romans 8:12-17;  Someone learning to live on their own 
Saturday, 2nd  Luke 15:11-32; Those who feel unworthy 
Sunday, 3rd  Mark 1:35-39; Those burdened by stress 
Monday 4th  Matthew 25:31-40; Those who are homeless in your town  
Tuesday, 5th  Philippians 4:6-9; Someone injured in a household accident 
Wednesday, 6th  Philemon 1:4-7; Wesleyôs outreach ministries 
Thursday, 7th  2 Corinthians 5:6-9;  Beekeepers 
Friday, 8th  1 Peter 2:1-10; Those who feel unwanted 
Saturday, 9th Colossians 1:1-14; To wait patiently 
Sunday, 10th  John 14:1-4; Your family 
Monday, 11th  1 Timothy 2:14-19; Bible study groups 
Tuesday, 12th  2 Corinthians 9:10-15; Those suffering from postpartum depression 
Wednesday, 13th  Mark 11:19-24; Someone in a coma 
Thursday, 14th  1 Peter 3:13-17; Photographers 
Friday, 15th  Psalm 143:10; Families preparing to move 
Saturday, 16th  Matthew 5:1-12; Widowers 
Sunday, 17th 2 Corinthians 4:7-10; Joggers 
Monday, 18th John 15:1-10; The people of Trinidad 
Tuesday, 19th  Luke 10:38-42; Those overwhelmed with busyness  
Wednesday, 20th  John 5:19-24; Friends who encourage me 
Thursday, 21st  1 Corinthians 12:14-26; Custodians   
Friday, 22nd  Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, Young athletes  
Saturday, 23rd  Matthew 6:25-34; Those who struggle with insomnia 
Sunday, 24th 1 John 3:1-2; The Wesley church family 
Monday, 25th Psalm 139:1-12; Military families 
Tuesday, 26th  2 Samuel 7:18-29; Christians in Canada  
Wednesday, 27th  1 Corinthians 9:20-23; Cross-cultural churches  
Thursday, 28th  Romans 5:1-11; Someone awaiting biopsy results  
Friday, 29th  Philippians 4:10-19; Those struggling with pride  
Saturday, 30th  Hebrews 12:4-11; Those suffering through trials 
Sunday, 31st  Luke 10:29-37; Someone learning a new language 

Missing A Weekly Study? 
The Wednesday study group is still meeting. CJ shares that ñAbout 10 of us 
are meeting on Wednesdays via Zoom.  We decided on a new book: Almost 
Everything: Notes on Hope by Anne Lamott.ò Contact CJ if you would like to 
be added to the invitation list for the Zoom meeting. The study begins 5/13. 



 
LGBTQiA & Allies  

Potluck 
No May Gathering 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stay Safe! 
Be Healthy! 

United Methodist Women 
May Unit Meeting 

Cancelled Due to Shelter in Place         
WE Circle and Ruth Circle  

Not Meeting Until Further Notice 
Reach out and call your friends! 

     Now is a good time to work on the Reading Program! 

Wesley Hikers 2020 Schedule 
May Hikes are Cancelled 

June, July hikes are TBD 
 

June 13 Sequoia National         
              Park - Redwoods 
July 22-25 Backpacking Trip 
 

Contact James Shepard or  
Joellyn Hamaguchi  

for details  

Hope by Emily Dickinson 
 
òHopeó is the thing with feathers - 
That perches in the soul - 
And sings the tune without the words - 
And never stops - at all - 
 
And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard - 
And sore must be the storm - 
That could abash the little Bird 
That kept so many warm - 
 
Iõve heard it in the chillest land - 
And on the strangest Sea - 
Yet - never - in Extremity, 
It asked a crumb - of me. 

What Brings You Hope? 
Use this space to journal your 
thoughts about hope. Perhaps 

make a note of something that is a 
sign of hope for you. Do you like to 
draw? What does hope look like? 

Write a poem about hope. 

Be Still & Know 
On May 5th, which would have been the start of General Conference 2020, 

 Reconciling Ministries Network is hosting a virtual worship service 
 to celebrate the strength of the Reconciling movement. 

 
Join at 5pm PT to relive the phenomenal music of Connection 2020, to receive words of 
healing and encouragement from a host of Reconciling movement-makers, and to be led 

 in worship by Rev. Kimberly Scott of Cross Roads UMC in Phoenix, AZ. 
 

The service will be live-streamed on Facebook and available to view 
 on their homepage (rmnetowrk.org) at the start of the event on May 5th.  



May 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    . 
 
 

1 
Pray for those in recovery 

who are missing the structure 
of an in person meeting. 

2 
Pray for Food Not Bombs  

 
9 am Food Not Bombs  

 

3* 
John 10:1-10 
ñGatesò 

Worship Livestream 
10:30am 

1pm Finance via Zoom 

4 
Nurses Week  
Pray for nurses  

in critical care units 

5 
Pray for nurses  

on surgical teams and 
throughout hospitals 

6 
Pray for the nurses who 

work in hospice care 

7 
Pray for the nurses in     
doctorsô offices 

 
9am Food Pantry  

5:00pm Base Camp  
 

7 
Pray for nurses in  

mental health hospitals  

9 
Pray for nurses separated 
from their families because 

of COVID-19 
 

9 am Food Not Bombs  

10 
John 14:1-14 
ñPeaceò 

Worship Livestream 
10:30am 

 
 

11 
Wildflower Week  

Using paper or digital 
sources, look for images  

of wildflowers 

12 
To see a world  

in a grain of sand 
And a heaven 

 in a wildfloweré 
 

Do you know the poet? 

13 
Can you draw a poppy? 

14 
What flower is often seen 

 in depictions of the 
 annunciation?  

There are 750 wild species 
9am Food Pantry 

5:00pm Base Camp 

15 
What is your favorite  

wildflower? 

16 
ñWhat a lonely place it would 
be to have a world without a 

wildflower!ò 
 ̍Roland R Kemler  

 
9 am Food Not Bombs  

17 
Jim Healy preaching! 

Worship Livestream 
10:30am 

18 
National Police Week 

Pray for Detective Danny 
Kim, an officer in our  

neighborhood 
 

19 
Pray for the bike patrol in  

El Dorado Park 
6:30pm Admin Council 

Meet via Zoom 
Charge Conference 

20 
Pray for the officers of   

Fresno State P.D. 
 

6:00pm Trustees  
Meet via Zoom 

21 
Pray for officers sent out to 

domestic violence calls 
 

9am Food Pantry  
5:00pm Base Camp  

22 
Pray for families  
of police officers 

23 
Pray for police chaplains 

 
 
 

9 am Food Not Bombs  

24 
John 17:1-11 
ñGloryò 

Worship Livestream 
10:30am 

25 
National Emergency   

Medical Services Week 
Pray for EMTs 

OFFICE CLOSED 
MEMORIAL DAY 

26 
Pray for emergency      

room healthcare teams 
. 

27 
Pray for those who work in 

trauma centers 

28 
Pray for life flight pilots 

 
 

9am Food Pantry  
5:00pm Base Camp  

29 
Pray for those who triage 

patients in the ER 

30 
Pray for 911 dispatchers 

 
 

9 am Food Not Bombs  

31 
John 20:19-23 
ñSpirit of Pentecostò 

Worship Livestream 
10:30am 

      

Join Us On Facebook 
Livestream Worship 

10:30am 
 

www.facebook.com/
WesleyFresno 

 
 

After Worship  
Join Us for  

Virtual Coffee Hour 
 

Go to Zoom Online 
Or Call 

1-669-900-9128 
 

Meeting ID 892-1830-9043 
Password: 135140 

 
We canôt meet in person, but 
we can still worship and have 

fellowship together! 

We received an email on April 28th from Bishop Carcaño stating that all church buildings are to remain closed until        
May 31st. To read the article in its entirety go to https://www.cnumc.org/posts/continuing-ministry-with-church-buildings-
closed-13651850    If you would like a hard copy, call Pastor Karen.  

The Wesley campus remains closed with staff working limited hours.  

* Sunday, May 3rd, we will have an online communion service. Set out some bread 
and juice before worship begins. We will celebrate together! 

Lunch hour prayer 
happens Mondayñ
Friday, 12:30pm via 
Livestream at 
www.facebook.com/
wesleyfresno 


